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Nuevo acuerdo global
modernizado: oportunidades
estrategicas para empresas

mexicanas y europeas.

El 22 de mayo de 2026, México y la Unidn Europea
concretaron la renovacidén de su Acuerdo Global
(AGM), actualizando el tratado comercial vigente
desde el ano 2000 y adaptandolo a un contexto
internacional marcado por tensiones geopoliticas,
politicas proteccionistas y la reconfiguracion de las
cadenas globales de suministro.

De acuerdo con informacion de la Delegacion de la
Unién Europea en México y del Consejo Empresarial
Mexicano de Comercio Exterior, Inversiony Tecnologia
(COMCE), la Unidn Europea es actualmente el tercer
socio comercial de México, el segundo mayor
mercado para las exportaciones mexicanas fuera de
América y, en 2025, el comercio bilateral alcanzé
aproximadamente 86 mil millones de euros. Asimismo,
la inversion acumulada de la UE en Meéxico asciende a
207 mil millones de euros. Actualmente, alrededor de
11 mil empresas con capital europeo operan en
territorio mexicano, generando cerca de 5.7 millones
de empleos, mientras que aproximadamente 43 mil
empresas europeas exportan sus productos a México.
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Modernized global agreement:
strategic opportunities
for mexican and european
companies

On May 22, 2026, Mexico and the European Union final-
ized the renewal of their Global Agreement (MGA),
updating the trade agreement in force since 2000 and
adapting it to an international context marked by
geopolitical tensions, protectionist policies, and the
reconfiguration of global supply chains.

According to the Delegation of the European Union to
Mexico and the Mexican Business Council for Foreign
Trade, Investment and Technology (COMCE), the Euro-
pean Union is currently Mexico's third-largest trading
partner, the second-largest market for Mexican
exports outside the Americas, and in 2025 bilateral
trade reached approximately 86 billion euros. Likewise,
cumulative EU investment in Mexico amounts to 207
billion euros. Currently, around 11,000 companies with
European capital operate in Mexico, generating
approximately 5.7 million jobs, while around 43,000
European companies export their products to Mexico.
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La modernizacion del acuerdo abre una nueva etapa
estratégica en la relacion bilateral, permitiendo, entre
otros beneficios, el fortalecimiento de las inversiones
mediante reglas mas claras, modernas vy
transparentes, asi como la eliminacion casi total de
aranceles en sectores estratégicos para ambas partes,
particularmente el agroalimentario.

Uno de los principales componentes del nuevo
esquema es la creacion del Acuerdo Comercial
Interino (ACI), mecanismo que permitira la aplicacion
inmediata de diversas disposiciones comerciales
mientras concluyen los procesos de ratificacion del
Acuerdo Global por parte de los parlamentos
nacionales europeos y del Senado mexicano. Este
instrumento busca acelerar los beneficios economicos
para ambas regiones y brindar mayor certidumbre
juridica y comercial a empresas e inversionistas.

El nuevo acuerdo contempla una liberalizacion
comercial practicamente total entre México y la Unidn
Europea, mediante la eliminacion o reduccidn
significativa de aranceles para productos procedentes
de ambas regiones. En particular, el sector
agroalimentario mexicano sera uno de los principales
beneficiados, ya que se estima el 86% de las
exportaciones mexicanas en este sector quedaran
exentas de aranceles.

Asimismo, se fortalecera la proteccion de
denominaciones de origen e indicaciones geograficas
mexicanas dentro de la Unidon Europea, otorgando
reconocimiento y proteccion juridica a productos
emblematicos como Café Chiapas, Chile Habanero de
Yucatan, Vainilla de Papantla y Mango Ataulfo del
Soconusco. Paralelamente, México reforzara la
proteccion de productos agroalimentarios europeos,
prohibiendo la imitacion de denominaciones
reconocidas como Prosciutto di Parma, Parmigiano
Reggiano, Champagne, vino Rioja, queso Feta, entre
otros.
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The modernization of the agreement opens a new
strategic stage in the bilateral relationship, allowing,
among other benefits, the strengthening of
investments through clearer, more modern, and
transparent rules, as well as the substantial elimination
of tariffs in strategic sectors for both parties,
particularly the agri-food sector.

One of the main components of the new framework is
the creation of the interim Trade Agreement (iTA), a
mechanism that will allow the immediate application of
several trade provisions while the ratification processes
of the Global Agreement are completed by the
European national parliaments and the Mexican
Senate. This instrument seeks to accelerate the
economic benefits for both regions and provide
greater legal and commercial certainty for companies
and investors.

The new agreement contemplates virtually total trade
liberalization between Mexico and the European Union,
through the elimination or significant reduction of tariffs
on products originating from both regions. In particular,
the Mexican agri-food sector will be one of the main
beneficiaries, as it is estimated that 86% of Mexican
exports in this sector will be exempt from tariffs.

Likewise, the protection of Mexican designations of
origin  and geographical indications within the
European Union will be strengthened, granting
recognition and legal protection to emblematic
products such as Café Chiapas, Chile Habanero de
Yucatan, Vainilla de Papantla and Mango Ataulfo del
Soconusco. At the same time, Mexico will reinforce the
protection of European agri-food products by
prohibiting the imitation of recognized geographical
indications such as Prosciutto di Parma, Parmigiano
Reggiano, Champagne, Rioja wine, Feta cheese,
among others.
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En el &mbito industrial, la modernizacion del tratado
abrira nuevas oportunidades para  sectores
estratégicos como el automotriz, autopartes,
manufactura  avanzada, dispositivos ~ meédicos,
farmaceéutico, maquinaria 'y telecomunicaciones.
Ademas, se prevé que el acuerdo impulse nuevas
inversiones europeas en Meéxico, particularmente en
industrias  vinculadas con el nearshoring,
infraestructura, energia y digitalizacion, fortaleciendo
la integracion productiva y las cadenas regionales de
suministro.

Las autoridades mexicanas estiman que, como
resultado del nuevo acuerdo, las exportaciones
mexicanas hacia la Union Europea podrian
incrementarse hasta en un 50% hacia 2030, pasando
de aproximadamente 23,800 millones de dolares a
mas de 36,000 millones de dolares anuales.

A diferencia del acuerdo original firmado hace mas de
dos décadas, la nueva versidn incorpora disciplinas
comerciales de ultima generaciéon relacionadas con
comercio digital, facilitacion aduanera, proteccion de
inversiones, propiedad intelectual, contratacion
publica, servicios, sostenibilidad ambiental, derechos
laborales y mecanismos anticorrupcion. Estas
disposiciones buscan actualizar las reglas comerciales
y responder a las nuevas dinamicas de la economia
globaly digital.

Otro aspecto relevante es el impulso a las pequenas y
medianas empresas, ya que el acuerdo contempla
medidas orientadas a reducir barreras administrativas,
simplificar procedimientos aduaneros y facilitar el
cumplimiento de certificaciones y reglas de origen,
con el objetivo de ampliar la participacion de empresas
mexicanas y europeas en los dos mercados.
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In the industrial sector, the modernization of the
agreement will open new opportunities for strategic
sectors such as automotive, auto parts, advanced
manufacturing, medical devices, pharmaceuticals,
machinery, and telecommunications. In addition, the
agreement is expected to increase European
investments in Mexico, particularly in sectors
associated with nearshoring, infrastructure, energy,
and digitalization, further strengthening productive
integration and regional supply chains.

Mexican authorities estimate that, as a result of the
new agreement, Mexican exports to the European
Union could increase by up to 50% by 2030, rising from
approximately 23.8 billion dollars to more than 36
billion dollars annually.

Unlike the original agreement signed more than two
decades ago. the new version incorporates
next-generation trade disciplines related to digital
trade, customs facilitation, investment protection,
intellectual property, public procurement, services,
environmental  sustainability, labor rights, and
anti-corruption mechanisms. These provisions seek to
modernize trade rules and respond to the new
dynamics of the global and digital economy.

Another relevant aspect is the support for small and
medium-sized enterprises, as the agreement includes
measures aimed at reducing administrative barriers,
simplifying customs procedures, and facilitating
compliance with certifications and rules of origin, with
the objective of expanding the participation of Mexican
and European companies in both markets.
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Finalmente, ademas del componente economico vy
comercial, el nuevo acuerdo fortalece la cooperacion
politica y estratégica entre México y la Union Europea
en temas como derechos humanos, transicion
energeética, infraestructura sostenible, combate al
cambio climatico y cooperacion internacional,
consolidando una relacion bilateral mas amplia,
moderna e integral entre ambas regiones.

Finally, in addition to the economic and commercial
component, the new agreement strengthens political
and strategic cooperation between Mexico and the
European Union in areas such as human rights, energy

transition, sustainable infrastructure, combating
climate change, and international cooperation,
consolidating a broader, more modern, and

comprehensive bilateral relationship between both
regions.
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En CANNIZZO, estamos a disposicion de las empresas
mexicanas y europeas con presencia en México para
brindarles asesoria legal  especializada vy
acompanarlas en la identificacion de las
oportunidades derivadas de esta nueva etapa en la
relacion entre México y la Union Europea, incluyendo
temas relacionados con cumplimiento regulatorio,
inversion extranjera y estrategias de expansion
regional.
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At CANNIZZO, we remain available to support Mexican
and European companies operating in Mexico by
providing specialized legal counsel and helping them
identify and capitalize on the opportunities arising from
this new chapter in Mexico-European Union relations,
including matters related to regulatory compliance,
foreign investment, and regional expansion strategies.
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